


RICHMOND COUNTY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
DECEMBER 21, 2020


Location:		Council Chambers

Present:		Councillor S. Samson, Deputy Warden M. Diggdon,
				Councillor M. Sampson, Warden A. Mombourquette
			Councillor B. Sampson, Don Marchand, CAO							


		
Warden Mombourquette called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM and asked everyone to stand for the singing of O’Canada.

Roll Call of Councillors

The CAO took roll call of Councillors.

Items Added to the Agenda

Warden Mombourquette requested and received unanimous consent to add an item to the agenda regarding Shop Local Proclamation.

Warden Mombourquette requested and received unanimous consent to add an item to the agenda regarding the Food Basket Program.

Moved by Councillor S. Samson, seconded by Deputy Warden Diggdon that the agenda be approved with the items added.  Motion carried.

Review of Minutes: 

a) November 23, 2020

Moved by Councillor M. Sampson, seconded by Councillor B. Sampson that the minutes of the November 23, 2020 be approved as presented.  Motion carried.

John Bain, Eastern District Planning Commission re: Dangerous and Unsightly Property

Warden Mombourquette welcomed Mr. John Bain to the meeting.

Mr. Bain provided an update on the property of Lester Morgan and Elizabeth Morgan, 2011 Whiteside Road, Whiteside Richmond County, PID (75026898) and AAN (03304582).

Moved by Deputy Warden Diggdon, seconded by Councillor S. Samson that Lester Morgan and Elizabeth Morgan, owners of the dwelling located at 2011 Whiteside Road, Whiteside Richmond County, PID (75026898) and AAN (03304582), take immediate action to remedy the  safety concerns, brought forward by the Eastern District Planning Commission Staff report dated December 18, 2020 (attached)  and if these recommendations have not been completed by January 4, 2021 and in accordance with Section 346(1) of the Municipal Government Act, a thirty-day  order will be issued to demolish and remove the building located on the above referenced property;  AND FURTHER MOVED that if the recommended safety concerns have been met by January 4, 2021, upon inspection by the Eastern District Planning Commission Staff, the demolition order could lifted; AND FURTHER MOVED that if the proponents do not provide an engineer’s plan by January 25, 2021 to repair the building, a 10 Day order to demolish the property will be issued.  Motion carried.

Committee Reports:

Moved by Deputy Warden Diggdon that Council accept the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole and that an “Order to Remedy Condition” on the property of Lester Morgan and Elizabeth Morgan, 2011 Whiteside Road, Whiteside, NS, PID (75026898) and AAN (03304582), be tabled for 30 days to allow an opportunity for the property owner to ensure the safety of the building and that it be secured from public intrusion.  There was no seconder.

Moved by Deputy Warden Diggdon, seconded by Councillor B. Sampson that Council accept the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole and that a Letter of Authority be provided to the Coastal Riders ATV Association to gain access to Municipal property PID 75088021 in order to replace damaged culverts and/or install bridge panels and continue to work on building an ATV-Multi Use Trail.  Motion carried.

Moved by Deputy Warden Diggdon, seconded by Councillor S. Samson that Council accept the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole and that water disconnections be postponed on accounts that have active complaints with the Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board and are awaiting decisions.  Motion carried.

Moved by Deputy Warden Diggdon, seconded by Councillor B. Sampson that Council accept the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole and that the following resolution be adopted:

WHEREAS, CBU’s science building is more than 50 years old, with aging labs and infrastructure once used to educate the parents and grandparents of Cape Breton’s youth,

WHEREAS, CBU is enabling the growth of Cape Breton’s population for the first time in more than 20 years and needs modern, state-of-the-art research and teaching facilities to continue recruiting local, Canadian domestic and international students to study in Cape Breton,

Now, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Municipality of the County of Richmond fully supports Cape Breton University’s efforts to establish the Centre for Discovery and Innovation.
Motion carried.
Moved by Deputy Warden Diggdon, seconded by Councillor M. Sampson that the Committee of the Whole Report for the month of DECEMBER 2020 be adopted.  Motion carried.

Second Reading to amend By Law #50, Municipal Emergency Measures By-Law in order to change the title and included name references to Municipal Emergency Management By-Law #50 and to include the “Repeal and Replace” Section in the body of the By-Law.

Moved by Councillor M. Sampson, seconded by Councillor S. Samson that Council give Second Reading Approval to amend By Law #50, Municipal Emergency Measures By-Law in order to change the title and included name references to Municipal Emergency Management By-Law #50 and to include the “Repeal and Replace” Section in the body of the By-Law.  Motion carried.

CAO re:

a)  NSCC re:  Unity Drive Lease Renewal

Moved by Councillor M. Sampson, seconded by Councillor B. Sampson that the Unity Drive Lease Agreement with Nova Scotia Community College be extended for an additional one year term.  Motion carried.

b)  SRD International Limited re:  Updated Information

It was the consensus of Council that the request from SRD International Ltd be referred to a By-Law/Policy Committee meeting on Monday, January 11, 2021.

Correspondence 
Action Required

a)  Member at Large Appointment re:  St. Peter’s, Samsonville and Area Water Utility    Board; 

Moved by Councillor B. Sampson, seconded by Councillor S. Samson that Mr. Billy Digout be the member at large appointed to the St. Peter’s, Samsonville and Area Water Utility Board.  Motion carried.

b)  Chris Boudreau, Director of Public Works re:  Remembrance Day Road Closure;

It was the consensus of Council that the additional information requested by Nova Scotia Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal, regarding Remembrance Day Road Closure, be provided by Staff.  Motion carried.

c)  Seniors Take Action Coalition re:  Age Friendly Action Plan

It was the consensus of Council that an Age Friendly Community Team be established which would include two members from the Seniors Take Action Coalition.

Councillor Brent Sampson re:  Information regarding the Holidays

For information purposes.

Items Added to the Agenda

Shop Local Proclamation

Moved by Councillor S. Samson, seconded by Councillor B. Sampson that the following be proclaimed in the Municipality of the County of Richmond:

WHEREAS the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic has affected the commercial sector world-wide, including locally in the Municipality of the County of Richmond to a point where long-term effects are yet to be understood;

And WHEREAS a number of our local businesses have experienced challenges this year and supporting local businesses in our area is key to making opportunities out of these challenges;

And WHEREAS every dollar we spend locally this holiday season will have a positive ripple effect on our own economy for years to come;

And WHEREAS in response the Cape Breton Partnership’s launch of the #CapeBretonFirst campaign, encouraging residents to shop, stay, and eat local during this holiday season and into 2021;

And WHEREAS every dollar spent on-Island contributes to a better Cape Breton for us all;

[bookmark: _GoBack]Be it THEREFORE resolved that the Council of the Municipality of the County of Richmond declares from today, December 21 through to 24, 2020 as Shop Local Days here in the Municipality of the County of Richmond and we encourage everyone to support your local businesses.
Motion carried.

Food Basket Program

It was the consensus of Council that staff investigate the Food Basket Program and report back to Council with additional information.

Question Period

There were no questions from the gallery.

 “In Camera” Session (Contract Negotiations) 

Moved by Deputy Warden M. Diggdon, seconded by Councillor S. Samson that the meeting move to an “In Camera” Session at 8:30 p.m.
Moved by Councillor B. Sampson, seconded by Deputy Warden M. Diggdon that the meeting revert to Regular Session at 9:39 p.m.

Adjournment

Moved by Councillor S. Samson, seconded by Councillor B. Sampson that the meeting be adjourned.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:39 p.m.


CLERK:						CHAIRPERSON	



__________________________	________________________________
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