



COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
DECEMBER 7, 2020



Location:										 Council Chambers

Present:													 Councillor S. Samson, Deputy Warden M. Diggdon
																									Councillor M. Sampson, Warden A. Mombourquette
																									Councillor B. Sampson, Don Marchand, CAO														


Call to Order

Warden Mombourquette called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Items Added to the Agenda
1. Councillor Melanie Sampson requested and received unanimous consent to add an item regarding processes followed while issues are before regulatory agencies;

2. Councillor Melanie Sampson requested and received unanimous consent to add an item regarding COVID-19 funding for non-profit organizations;

3. Councillor Shawn Samson requested and received unanimous consent to add Light up Lundrigan Lane to the agenda;

4. Warden Mombourquette requested and received unanimous consent to add an item regarding Cape Breton University, Letter of Support;

5. Warden Mombourquette requested and received unanimous consent to add an item regarding Accessibility requirements.

Moved by Deputy Warden Diggdon, seconded by Councillor Melanie Sampson that the agenda be approved with the items added.  Motion carried.

Review of Minutes:  November 9, 2020
Moved by Councillor Melanie Sampson, seconded by Councillor Brent Sampson that the minutes of the November 9, 2020 Committee of the Whole meeting be approved.  Motion carried.

Eastern District Planning Commission re:  Property of Lester Morgan and Elizabeth Morgan, 2011 Whiteside Road, Whiteside, NS, PID (75026898) and AAN (03304582)

		(i) EDPC re:  Update on Property

Jonathan Martin and André Samson, Eastern District Planning Commission, gave a power point presentation (attached) regarding the property of Lester Morgan and Elizabeth Morgan, 2011 Whiteside Road, Whiteside, NS, PID (75026898) and AAN (03304582).  The Administrator for Dangerous and Unsightly Premises recommended that an “Order to Remedy Condition” be issued and that the Order be a Demolition order issued from Council to the owners stating that the dwelling is to be demolished and all debris be removed and disposed of in the appropriate manner within thirty (30) days or the Municipality will complete the same and recover the costs.  

		(ii) Opportunity for the Above Property Owner to Address the Committee

Mr. Lester Morgan, Mrs. Vicky Jensen and Ms. Shirley McNamara addressed Council and submitted a written document (attached).

Moved by Deputy Warden Diggdon, seconded by Councillor Samson that the Committee recommend to Council that an “Order to Remedy Condition” on the property of Lester Morgan and Elizabeth Morgan, 2011 Whiteside Road, Whiteside, NS, PID (75026898) and AAN (03304582), be tabled for 30 days to allow an opportunity for the property owner to ensure the safety of the building and that it be secured from public intrusion.  Motion carried.

Presentations re:

Bras d'Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association, Eileen Crosby, Chair, Board of Directors, Gordon Kerr re:  Information and Update;	

Warden Mombourquette welcomed Eileen Crosby and Gordon Kerr to the meeting.

Ms. Crosby and Mr. Kerr gave a power point presentation.

A question and answer period followed.

Warden Mombourquette thanked Eileen Crosby and Gordon Kerr for the presentation.

Moved by Councillor Melanie Sampson, seconded by Councillor Brent Sampson that a letter of support be provided to the Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere Reserve Association regarding UNESCO’s 10th Anniversary Review.  Motion carried.

Strait Area Mutual Aid Association, Jim Cavanagh, President re:  Information

Warden Mombourquette welcomed Jim Cavanagh, Paul Shears, Bobby MacEachern and Carolanne MacInnis to the meeting.

The group gave a power point presentation followed by a question and answer period.

Warden Mombourquette thanked the group for the presentation.

It was the consensus of the Committee that funding for the Strait Area Mutual Aid Association be included as part of budget deliberations.

Director of Public Works, Chris Boudreau re:  Richmond Water Utility – Water Rate Study

The CAO reviewed the briefing note provided by the Director of Public Works, Chris Boudreau, regarding a Water Rate Study.  He indicated that the note should be reviewed by Councillors and any questions forwarded prior to proceeding with a motion authorizing staff to proceed with a new water rate study in accordance with the NSUARB Water Utility Accounting and Reporting Handbook.  

Councillor Shawn Samson re:  By-Law #56 – Tax Exemption 

It was the consensus of the Committee that discussions regarding amendments to By-Law #56, Tax Exemption be moved to a By-Law/Policy Committee meeting.

Councillor Melanie Sampson re:  National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women

For Information purposes.

Warden Mombourquette re:  

a) Sewage Testing for COVID-19;

Moved by Councillor Brent Sampson, seconded by Deputy Warden Diggdon that staff investigate benefits, feasibility and costs regarding the experimental research project of sewage testing for COVID-19 and report back to Council with results.  Motion carried. 

b) Broadband;

Warden Mombourquette provided an update on Broadband and indicated that the coverage map on the Develop Nova Scotia website has not been updated.  She also indicated that a meeting is scheduled for next week with Bell Canada regarding Broadband.

Warden Mombourquette also encouraged Councillors to bring forward a resident’s concerns regarding low service areas prior to the meeting with Bell Canada.

c) Strait Richmond Healthcare Foundation;

Warden Mombourquette extended congratulations, on behalf of all Council, to the Board of the Strait Richmond Healthcare Foundation regarding their successful 17th Annual Lights for Life event.  She also extended a thank you to all hospital staff.
 
d) Port Hawkesbury Paper 8 Year Anniversary

Warden Mombourquette extended congratulations, on behalf of all Council, on the 8 year anniversary of Port Hawkesbury Paper and highlighted some points from their Stakeholder Report.  She also indicated that PH Paper had been invited to attend a Committee of the Whole meeting in the New Year to provide an update.

Correspondence re:  
	Action Required

a)  Clint Samson, Revenue Manager re:  Letter of Authority for access and repair of 	Municipal property for trail use;

Moved by Councillor Brent Sampson, seconded by Councillor Melanie Sampson that the Committee recommend to Council that a Letter of Authority be provided to the Coastal Riders ATV Association to gain access to Municipal property PID 75088021 in order to replace damaged culverts and/or install bridge panels and continue to work on building an ATV-Multi Use Trail.  Motion carried.

Review of Cheques Issued:  November 2020

For information purposes.

Items Added to the Agenda

1. Councillor Melanie Sampson re: processes followed while issues are before regulatory agencies;

Moved by Deputy Warden Diggdon, seconded by Shawn Samson that the Committee recommend to Council that water disconnections be postponed on accounts that have active complaints with the Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board and are awaiting decisions.  Motion carried.

2. Councillor Melanie Sampson re: COVID-19 funding for non-profit organizations;

It was the consensus of the Committee that a discussion regarding funding for non-profit organizations throughout Richmond County to help with additional costs as of result of COVID be tabled until the December 21, 2020 Regular Council meeting.

3. Councillor Shawn Samson re: Light up Lundrigan Lane to the agenda;

It was the consensus of the Committee that a letter of recognition be sent to the Lundrigan Lane Group for their fundraising efforts in support of the Strait Richmond Healthcare Foundation.
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4. Warden Mombourquette re: Cape Breton University, Letter of Support;

Moved by Deputy Warden Diggdon, seconded by Councillor Brent Sampson that the Committee recommend to Council that the following resolution be adopted:

WHEREAS, CBU’s science building is more than 50 years old, with aging labs and infrastructure once used to educate the parents and grandparents of Cape Breton’s youth,

WHEREAS, CBU is enabling the growth of Cape Breton’s population for the first time in more than 20 years and needs modern, state-of-the-art research and teaching facilities to continue recruiting local, Canadian domestic and international students to study in Cape Breton,

Now, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Municipality of the County of Richmond fully supports Cape Breton University’s efforts to establish the Centre for Discovery and Innovation.

Motion carried.

5. Warden Mombourquette requested and received unanimous consent to add an item regarding Accessibility requirements.

For information purposes.

Question Period

Mr. Robbie Fougere approached the Committee.

“In Camera” Session (Contract Negotiations)

Moved by Councillor Melanie Sampson, seconded by Councillor Samson that the meeting move to an “In Camera” Session at 9:38 p.m.

Moved by Councillor Brent Sampson, seconded by Deputy Warden Diggdon that the meeting revert to “Regular Session” at 10:32 p.m.

Adjournment

Moved by Councillor Brent Sampson, seconded by Councillor Samson that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:32 p.m.


CHAIRPERSON:																																																				CLERK:
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