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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
NOVEMBER 9, 2020



Location:										 Council Chambers

Present:													 Councillor S. Samson, Deputy Warden M. Diggdon
																									Councillor M. Sampson, Warden A. Mombourquette
																									Councillor B. Sampson, Don Marchand, CAO														


Call to Order

Warden Mombourquette called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Items Added to the Agenda
Deputy Warden Diggdon requested and received unanimous consent to add an Update on the Richmond Arena to the agenda.

Warden Mombourquette requested and received unanimous consent to add the “Tree for Boston” to the agenda.

Warden Mombourquette requested and received unanimous consent to add a discussion regarding livestreaming of Council and Committee of the Whole meetings.

Moved by Councillor Samson, seconded by Deputy Warden Diggdon that the agenda be approved with the items added.  Motion carried.

Review of Minutes:  September 14, 2020
Moved by Councillor M. Sampson, seconded by Deputy Warden Diggdon that the minutes of the September 14, 2020 Committee of the Whole meeting be approved.  Motion carried.

Eastern District Planning Commission re:  Demolition Order:  
		(i) EDPC re:  Update on Property

Warden Mombourquette welcomed John Martin, EDPC, to the meeting.

Mr. Martin gave a presentation regarding a dangerous and unsightly premise (attached).

A question and answer period followed.

Warden Mombourquette thanked Mr. Martin for the presentation.

		(ii) Opportunity for the Above Property Owner to Address the Committee
Councillor B. Sampson gave an update from the property owner indicating that the property owner planned to demolish the property within the week.

Moved by Deputy Warden Diggdon, seconded by Councillor M. Sampson that the Committee recommend to Council that an “Order to Remedy Condition” be issued for the Property of Thomas Gracie, 121 Shore Road, Lower L’Ardoise, NS, PID 75109686 and that the Order be a Demolition Order issued from Council to the owners.  The Order should state to the owners that the dwelling is to be demolished and all debris be removed and disposed of in the appropriate manner within thirty (30) days. If the property owner fails to comply the Municipality will complete the same and recover the costs.  Motion carried.

Committee Presentations re:
		a)  Cape Breton University (David Dingwall, President) re:  Future of CBU

Warden Mombourquette welcomed President David Dingwall, Steve Horne and Gordon MacInnis to the meeting.

President Dingwall gave a power point presentation (attached).

A question and answer period followed.

Warden Mombourquette thanked President Dingwall for the presentation.

		b)  Report of the Returning Officer for the 2020 Municipal & CSAP 			     	     Elections

Warden Mombourquette welcomed Clair Rankin to the meeting.

Mr. Rankin provided an update on the 2020 Municipal Election (attached).

A question and answer period followed.

Warden Mombourquette thanked Mr. Rankin for the presentation.


Warden Mombourquette re:  
		a)  Question Period

Moved by Deputy Warden Diggdon, seconded by Councillor Samson that the Committee recommend to Council that the 15 minute Question Period agenda item be re-added to the Committee of the Whole and Council meeting agendas moving forward, with the possibility of an extension to the allotted time, as required.  Motion carried.

		b)  Approval of Committee Structure

Moved by Councillor B. Sampson, seconded by Deputy Warden Diggdon that the Committee recommend to Council that the Committee Structure for the Municipality of the County of Richmond be approved (Attached).  Motion carried.

		c)  Committee Appointments (For Warden, Deputy Warden and Councillors)

Moved by Councillor Samson, seconded by Councillor M. Sampson that the Committee recommend to Council that the Committee Appointments for the Municipality of the County of Richmond be approved (Attached).  Motion carried.

		d)  Food Banks

It was noted that District 5 was the only district with 2 food banks.

Moved by Councillor M. Sampson, seconded by Deputy Warden Diggdon that the Committee recommend to Council that the $10,000 allocated in the budget for Food Banks be dispersed as follows:

Districts #1 to #4	- $1750 each
District #5 - $3,000
Motion carried.

It was the consensus of the Committee that the amount of funding allocated to food banks be forwarded to budget deliberations for review for the 2021/2022 Budget year.

		e)  Training for Council and Staff

It was the consensus of Council that Staff schedule 	internal training on finances, public works, recreation, EMO, fire services and also external training from Cape Breton Regional Enterprise Network, EDPC, Policing, etc.




Councillor M. Sampson re:  

a)  Strategic Priorities

It was the consensus of the Committee that Staff schedule a future date/time, prior to January 2021, where Council would discuss the priorities and strategic direction for the upcoming year.  

b)  Fire Protection in Richmond County

It was the consensus of the Committee that a Staff Report be prepared regarding Fire Services in order to do some pre-planning regarding fire services for all of Richmond County,  in addition to Point Tupper.

Correspondence re:  
Action Required
	a)  Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere re:  Letter of Support
It was the consensus of the Committee that the Bras d’Or Lake Biosphere be invited to do a presentation at an upcoming Committee of the Whole meeting in order to provide additional information regarding objectives of the UNESCO Man and Biosphere Program prior to a letter of support being provided.

	b)  Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 43; Port Hawkesbury, Nova Scotia re:  Support

It was noted that wreaths have been purchased for all Remembrance Day locations, as in previous years.

	c)  St. Anne Centre re:  Board Appointment 

Moved by Councillor B. Sampson, seconded by Councillor Samson that the Committee recommend to Council that Councillor Melanie Sampson be appointed as the representative to serve on the St. Anne Centre’s Board of Directors.  Motion carried.

	d)  Le Conseil de development économique de la Nouvelle-Ecosse re:  Board   			  Appointment

Moved by Deputy Warden Diggdon, seconded by Councillor M. Sampson that the Committee recommend to Council that Councillor Shawn Samson be appointed as the representative on the Conseil de development économique de la Nouvelle-Ecosse Board.  Motion carried.


e)  Strait Richmond Housing Matters Coalition re:  Committee Appointment

It was noted that Calendar invites received would be forwarded to all Councillors for meetings scheduled for the Strait Richmond Housing Matters Coalition Committee. 

Review of Cheques Issued:  September/October 2020
For information purposes.

Items Added to the Agenda
Richmond Arena Update

The CAO provided an update regarding the Richmond Arena indicating the following:

· November 10th, the arena would be open for rentals;  
· COVID-19 caused the suspension of programming this summer and unfortunately the vacancy had the unintended consequence of mold developing in specific areas;  
· The company hired to do the cleanup has remediated the building, and tests of air quality have demonstrated that the issue is resolved in functional areas.

“Tree for Boston” 

It was the consensus of the Committee that a letter of Congratulations and thanks be sent to Heather and Tony Sampson of West Bay on the provision of the “Tree for Boston” grown in Grand Anse, Richmond County.

Livestreaming of Committee of the Whole and Council meetings.

It was the consensus of the Committee that Staff gather information regarding the livestreaming of Committee of the Whole and Council meetings on a go forward basis, including factors such as associated costs, liability issues and budget constraints.

“In Camera” Session (Legal Issues)
Moved by Councillor M. Sampson, seconded by Councillor B. Sampson that the meeting move to an “In Camera” Session at 8:58 p.m.  Motion carried.

Moved by Deputy Warden Diggdon, seconded by Councillor B. Sampson that the meeting revert back to Regular Session at 10:02 p.m.  Motion carried.


Adjournment

Moved by Councillor B. Sampson, seconded by Councillor Samson that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:03 p.m.

CHAIRPERSON:																																																				CLERK:


_______________________________		________________________________
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